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Belgium. This is not, then, a treaty directed by one
group of Powers, against any other Power or group
of Powers, but is a Mutual Treaty of Guarantee
among the Powers concerned to preserve peace on
their frontiers and between themselves. The third
point that I would ask the House to observe is that
all the agreements initialled at Locarno conform
strictly to the spirit of the Covenant and the spirit of
the League of Nations, that they are placed under
the guardianship of the League, that the League
is the ultimate authority in regard to the issue
which may be raised, and that what we have done is
not to subtract from the power or the authority of
the League, but to support and to underpin that
authority and power for the settlement and recon-
ciliation of conflicts between nations.

Mr. Chamberlain then proceeded to analyse the
articles of the treaty in detail, and to show that, as
would not have been the case under the Protocol, "the
British Government of the day remains the judge, the
only judge, of whether . . . immediate danger has
arisen."

I believe that a great work of peace has been
done. I believe it above all because of the spirit
in which it was done and the spirit which it has
engendered. It could not have been done unless
all the governments, and I will add all the nations,
had felt the need to start a new and better chapter
of international relations; but it could not have
been done unless this country was prepared to take
her share in guaranteeing the settlements so
come to.

. . . We who live close to the Continent, wcf
who cannot dissociate ourselves from what passes